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Alumni Board revises procedures, names new members 
The Alumni Association Board of Directors 
has voted to revise its procedures for 
electing new members. 
For almost a decade, new members 
were elected directly by all Furman alumni, 
using ballots made available through direct 
mail, in Furman publications or on the 
Alumni Association Web site. In recent 
years, however, alumni voting in elections 
had declined significantly, reaching a low 
of less than 1 percent last year. 
"After discussing the pros and cons 
of the election process, the Alumni Board 
agreed that it would be best at this time 
to revise its procedures so that the board 
itself could both nominate and elect its 
new members, much like the Furman board 
of trustees does," says Tom Triplitt '76,  
director of the Alumni Association. "This 
does not exclude the possibility of returning 
to direct elections in the future, should the 
alumni body as a whole show renewed 
interest." 
At its spring meeting, the Alumni 
Board appointed four new members who 
will begin their terms at the start of the 
2004-05 academic year. 
• Venita Tyus B i l l i ngslea of Green­
ville is a 1 98 1  graduate of Furman with 
a degree in business administration. She 
has spent her career with the Social Security 
administration, serving as a claims repre­
sentative and operations supervisor before 
assuming her current position as an area 
Billingslea Cobb 
work incentives coordinator. She is 
a Sunday school teacher at Cornerstone 
Baptist Church and previously served 
as president of"Spiritually Inspired Sisters" 
of Reedy River Baptist Church. 
• David S. Cobb of Charleston, S.C., 
played on the 1 988 national champion 
football team and graduated in 1 990 with 
a degree in political science. He earned 
his law degree from the University of 
Georgia and is an attorney and shareholder 
with Turner Padget Graham & Laney. 
He is president of the Charleston Furman 
Club and head agent for the class of 1 990, 
while also serving as a volunteer with 
Habitat for Humanity and with the 
Charleston Metro Sports Council. He 
and Kelly have two young daughters. 
• Allen Cothran of Anderson, S.C. ,  
is a sales representative with Palmetto 
Insurance. A 2001 graduate of Furman, 
where he majored in business adminis­
tration and communication studies and 
served as president of the student body, he 
Cothran Johnson 
is a member of New Foundations 
of Anderson and Leadership Anderson. 
Married to Jill Bryant '02, he is president 
of the Anderson Furman Club. 
• Vicki B ieksha Johnson '93 is 
co-president of the Triad (N.C.) Furman 
Club with her husband, Bill '93. They live 
in Winston-Salem, where she is an archivist 
at the Carpenter Library of Wake Forest 
University School of Medicine. Holder of 
a degree in history from Furman, she earned 
a master's in library and information studies 
from the University of North Carolina­
Greensboro. She is active in the Furman 
Admissions Network and in Knollwood 
Baptist Church. 
At the spring meeting, members who 
have completed their terms on the board 
were thanked for their contributions and 
service to the university: Diane Maroney 
Estridge '66, Brian H. Fenn ' 9 1 ,  Joe E. 
Gentry '53, Hal E. Henderson '92, Donald 
H. Lindsey '54, J. David Nelson '61  and 
Jenna C. Robinson '74. 
86 
Next reunion in 2006 
Greer (S.C.) Scholarship 
Pageant and president of the 
Greer Cultural Arts Council. 
88 
Next reunion in 2008 
MARRIAGES: Lynley Durrett 
and Greer Phillips, October 4. 
They live in Atlanta. • Tommy 
Little and Jenifer Brandt, January 
25, 2003. Tommy is an attorney 
with Foley & Lardner in Tampa, 
Fla . • BIRTHS: Patrick and 
Terri Fry '90 Burnette, a daugh­
ter, Arden Grace, May 27, 2003, 
Charleston, S.C. • David and 
Anne Cherry Stone, a daughter, 
Anna Caroline, November 14, 
Florence, S.C. David practices 
allergy, asthma and clinical 
immunology in Florence and 
nearby Hartsville. 
89 
This year is reunion! 
Greg Gardner of Dana Point, 
Calif. , is director of sales for 
Wonderware Corporation. • 
Jennings Lee Hughes has been 
appointed to lead the legislative 
affairs section of Atlanta-based 
Giswold-Lesser Consulting and 
joins the firm as a principal 
partner. He previously headed 
Hughes Public Affairs, a govern­
ment affairs agency in Savannah, 
Ga., and served as regional 
public affairs manager for the 
Georgia-Pacific Corporation. 
• Camil la G ibson Pitman is 
director of the Miss Greater 
87 
Next reunion in 2007 
Phil Lane was recently named 
vice president and general 
manager of the WSPA (CBS) 
and WASV (UPN) stations in 
Spartanburg, S.C. He also has 
oversight responsibilities for 
WSPA's satellite station in 
Toccoa, Ga. He previously 
managed two stations in 
Georgia. • BIRTH: Lewis 
and Carol Roberts, a son, Jared 
Wade, July 26, Blythewood, S.C. 
Bruce Haynes of Annandale, Va., 
is a public affairs, political and 
policy strategic communications 
consultant. • Susan Payne Ott 
of Nashville, Tenn., is a national 
seminar speaker. She travels 
throughout the United States, 
providing training to counselors, 
social workers and psycholo­
gists . • ADOPTION: Jay 
and Lee Epting Koon, a daughter, 
Jaylee Merle, born November 7.  
They live in Prosperity, S.C. • 
BIRTH: Kevin and Amy 
Ballard, a son, Isaac Jackson, 
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